
From: David Tovey <DTovey@cochrane.org> 
Sent: 25. oktober 2018 10:31 
To: Wøien, Gunhild; Brurberg, Kjetil Gundro; Larun, Lillebeth 
Cc: Rachel Churchill; Toby Lasserson; Chris Eccleston; Jessica Hendon 
Subject: CFS discussion 
 
 
IN CONFIDENCE  
  
Dear Trygve, Kjetil and Lillebeth, 
  
Thank you for speaking with us yesterday. The meeting was useful for us in helping us to understand 
your perspectives. We appreciate that this is a challenging situation for all of us.  
  
At the end, we outlined four distinct ways forward. 
  
We are content to go forward with option 3, which appears to be your preference: that you will re-
submit an amended version of the review for publication within the next 7 days. We confirm that in 
the meantime, and to improve transparency for readers, we have decided that we will put in place 
an editors’ note on the review. This will state: 
  
This review is subject to an ongoing process of review and revision following the submission of a 
formal complaint to the Editor in Chief.  Cochrane carefully considers all feedback and 
complaints, and revises or updates reviews when appropriate to do so.  The review author team 
have advised us that a re-submission of this review is imminent. A decision on the status 
of this review will be made once this re-submission has been through editorial process, which we 
anticipate will be not later than Friday 9th November 2018. 
  
  
On receipt, we will carefully assess the re-submission, and determine whether in our view it 
addresses the issues satisfactorily. I would like to refer you to our comments in our earlier email of 
the 7th September, and to the discussion today: in addition to the issues raised in the Courtney 
complaint, there seem to us to be challenges to address in respect of the quality of reporting of the 
GRADE assessments for several outcomes in each of the three main comparisons. The overall tone of 
the conclusions appears to us to be overly optimistic and to give insufficient attention to the 
uncertainty associated with both primary and secondary outcomes, and those outcomes, such as 
resource use, where there was limited (probably low quality) evidence of little or no difference. In 
this context, your comments that nothing in the review’s conclusions would change were concerning 
to us. To be clear, if we are not confident that the review reflects the best assessment of the effects 
of the interventions, we will need to withdraw the review with or without your agreement pending 
further work. Even if we move forwards to publication, the review is out of date and in need of 
updating in the medium term – within 12 months. We discussed our view that in contentious areas 
such as this there is a need for reviews to be a ‘bullet-proof’ as possible. This is important for readers 
who will already be confused by the firestorm that rages around this subject. 
  
We continue to think that a temporary withdrawal, preferably with your approval / consent, would 
be the best outcome for all sides: as authors, you would have the time and space to make the 
changes needed, even to update the review, and we would make clear that we are keen to work 
with you to develop and publish the best possible review of the evidence.  If possible we would try 
to identify co-authors to assist you in the process. 
  



Following our internal discussion, we wish to take option 4 off the table. We do not think the review 
can be left as is for the time needed, and we do not wish you to undertake the substantial work of 
updating given the degree of uncertainty as to whether your investment would lead through to 
publication. 
  
  
Best wishes 
 
 
David Tovey, Rachel Churchill and Chris Eccleston 
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