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To the Cochrane Editorial Board 
Att: David Tovey 
  
Please find attached a letter from acting Director General Trygve Ottersen following up on the 
dialogue concerning the Cochrane review “exercise therapy for chronic fatigue syndrome». 
  
Best regards, 
Gunhild Wøien 
 
Chief of Staff 
Director General’s Staff| Norwegian Institute of Public Health 
P.O.B 4404 Nydalen, N-0403 Oslo 
Street adress: Marcus Thranes gate 6 
Office phone: +4721078113 | Cell phone: +4791762570 
www.fhi.no 

 
 

Fra: David Tovey [mailto:DTovey@cochrane.org]  
Sendt: fredag 5. oktober 2018 10.58 
Til: Wøien, Gunhild <Gunhild.Woien@fhi.no> 
Kopi: Rachel Churchill <Rachel.Churchill@ccdan.org>; Chris Eccleston <C.Eccleston@bath.ac.uk>; 
EMDOffice <emdoffice@cochrane.org> 
Emne: Re: Follow up on the Cochrane review “exercise therapy for chronic fatigue syndrome" 
 
Dear Ms Wøien, 
 
Thanks for your email. 
 
Please find attached letter and accompanying documents, in response to Professor Ottersen’s letter. 
I am copying in my EA, Orla Roberts, so that she can help to organise a teleconference if Professor 
Ottersen judges that it would be useful. 
 
With best wishes 
 
David Tovey 

Dr David Tovey FRCGP ǀ Editor in Chief, The Cochrane Library,  
Cochrane Editorial and Methods Department ǀ Cochrane Central Executive 
 
ORCID ID: 0000-0002-8889-9246 
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Cochrane Editorial Board 
  
Att: Dr. David Tovey, Editor in Chief 
 
 Our ref: 

17/10566 

Date: 

16.10.2018 

 
 
FOLLOW UP ON THE COCHRANE REVIEW “EXERCISE THERAPY FOR CHRONIC FATIGUE SYNDROME" 

Thank you for your letter of October 4. We appreciated the update on the process and to learn more 
about your views on the matter. We do acknowledge the sensitivity and pressure linked to the topic 
of CFS/ME. However, we do not see withdrawal as a proportionate response to the concerns raised 
in your letter, and we would like to suggest what we believe is a more appropriate way forward. 

With regard to process, Dr. Larun received your letter on July 31, and she responded August 13 that 
she agreed to follow up on the recommendations for revision from Dr. Livingstone. On September 7, 
you contacted the authors to inform that the review was about to be withdrawn because the authors 
had failed to follow up on the criticisms. This seems unreasonable, especially since the Cochrane 
Editorial Unit (CEU) needed more than five months to decide how to follow up on the complaints 
from Mr. Courtney. Our researchers have started revising the review according to the 
recommendations by Dr. Livingstone, and the revised manuscript can be submitted within three 
weeks. Given your comment on Dr. Larun in your letter, we would like to emphasize that we consider 
her to be an honest, dedicated, and conscientious researcher who takes criticism seriously. 

Also with regard to the content of Dr. Livingstone’s recommendations, we do not see withdrawal as a 
proportionate response. A withdrawal on the basis of those recommendations implies a standard 
different from what is applied elsewhere in Cochrane. Similarly, if the review is withdrawn on the 
basis of time since last update, this seems inconsistent with the current practice for other Cochrane 
reviews. It is also worth mentioning that our preliminary analyses suggest that a revision based on 
Livingstone’s recommendations is unlikely to make any major changes to the conclusions. 

Against this background, we maintain that a more appropriate response would be to allow for a 
revision of the review before taking any further action. The revised manuscript can be submitted in 
less than three weeks.  

 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
Trygve Ottersen  
Acting Director General  

 


